On January 20, 2010, the Philadelphia chapter of the ECNUAAA held a lunch gathering in Supper East in Princeton to celebrate the arrival of the year of Tiger. Luo Wenhong, the president of our chapter, organized the event and Huang Jianping made arrangement with the restaurant. More than a dozen alumni and their family members in New Jersey and the Philadelphia area attended and enjoyed the lunch. This is the second time the Philadelphia alumni had a reunion at Supper East, a Chinese buffet with a rich variety of dishes and desserts. We got a room all to ourselves under the red banner of “East China Normal University.”    
This reunion attracted new members and made new connections with our alumni in the area. Zhang Yan, who entered ECNU in 1981 as a philosophy major and who now works for the state of New Jersey, was one of them. Interestingly enough, in the late 1970s Zhang Yan and Shao Qin (M.A in history, 1983) were colleagues at Susong Middle School in Anhui province. For the past decade they have lived and worked only some 20 miles apart. But they were not reconnected until about three years ago when Zhang Yan found out Shao Qin’s email and contact her, which was to the delight of Shao Qin, because she didn’t know anyone in this area from her days in Anhui, not to mention Zhang Yan also happened to have attended ECNU. Naturally, Shao invited Zhang Yan to our reunion.  Zhang Yan impressed everyone with her great memory. When Zhang Lu, who also entered ECNU in 1981 majored in psychology, stood up to introduce herself, Zhang Yan immediately recognized Zhang Lu as being  a hero promoted on campus in the early 1980s because of her good deeds.

Of our members, five came from the department of chemistry. Other than Xu Zhaoqing and Cao Xianlan who entered ECNU in 1962 and have been long time friends and live close to each other in Bucks County, PA, Yan Cuiming, Jane Hong, and Xianda Song, all chemistry major in 1978, were also reunited at our gathering. Needless to say, they sat together and had much to catch up. 

Such reunion is always an occasion to look both back and forward. One of our other newest member, Ma Xiaoyang, just graduated in 2009 (mathematics) and is now attending University of Pennsylvania. There was a span of more than forty years between Ma and Xu Zhaoqing and Cao Xianlan. Xu and Cao, retired, are enjoying the fruit of their lifelong work and just returned from a vacation in Mexico City; they were the envy of the party. Yet Ma’s career has only just begun. No wonder, Xu Zhaoqing immediately took an interest in Ma, talking to her and offering to take her shopping.  
Clearly, it is ECNU that connects all of us, transcending the gaps in age, profession, and geography. ECNU is our shared passport to friendship with our old and new alumni. Our lunch lasted for almost three hours with even more lasting friendship in the making. We thank Luo Wenhong and Huang Jianping for their effort in organizing this gathering, thank all those who attended the lunch, and thank Yan Cuiming’s husband, who has become our professional photographer for this and the last reunion. Best wishes to you all for the Year of Tiger.   
